School Discipline Fact Sheet
DeKalb County, Georgia

Dignity Mg Schools

Maintaining a safe and healthy instructional climate is a critical responsibility of schools in the 21** century. Student behavior
and academic achievement are inseparable, and safer schools are higher achieving schools. Unfortunately, many schools use
only one set of tools—suspension, expulsion, and arrest—to maintain discipline and safety. Rather than contribute to a
better learning environment, the overuse of these exclusionary practices has been shown to predict dropout and contribute
to an unhealthy school atmosphere affecting students and teachers alike.
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